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FORE.'WORD 
Careful exami-nation WCJS made of all death certificates for 
1946, 1947 and 19L~8 that are on file in the Division of Vital Statistics 
of the Ohio Department of Public Health, to discover the farm people who 
died as a result of accidents. The reports of all accidental deaths 
that occurred to people having rural·addresses were sorted into three 
i 
groups. Upon firs'!;. examinat,ion about one-fourth .of them were found 
to be definitely farm people. Another group who definitely showed 
occupations other than farming were eliminated. A third group, largely 
women anrl children, which could not be classified as farm or non-farm 
from the information given, were sorted by counties and the assistance 
of County Agricultural Extension Agents was solicited to correctly 
cla.ssify these questionA'bl<:l cases •* 
The splendid a.ssist<mce rf.'\ndered by the Division of Vital Statistics; 
the County Agricultural Extension Agents of the State; the Farmers Home 
Admin:i.stration; and W, E. Si~uckey, Farm Safety Specialist for Division of 
Safety ~;~nd Hygiene, Industrtal Commission of Ohio and the Ohio Agricul-
tural Extension Service is cratef11lly acknowledged by the authors and 
the Statist:i.oa.l Sub-committee of the Ohio I~arm and nome Safety Committee. 
'.rhis stud;/ Wls carried out at the request of the Farm and Home 
Safety Cormn:i t,tee o.f the Ohio State Safety Council. 
-........----·------------
*This method of clnssif:Lc;1:tion wt=ls used for the 19h6 and 19b8 questionable 
c.?ses. For l?h7 it wPs assumed tha.t. a similar percentage breakciown 
between farm <'!nd non-farm c,ryses would exist. 
ACCIDENTAL DEATHS TO FARM PEOPLE IN OHIO, 1946, 1947 AND 1948 
Nine f&•m people met with fatal accidents each week, on an average, 
for the pa.st three years. A study of fa.ta1 accidents to Ohio farm people 
for 1946t 1947 1 and 1948 shows that over the three ye~r pe~iod 1401 
l!'eople died as a result of aeeidents. This is an annual a•cidental death 
rate of 1 person per 1800 farm people. At this rate in a lifetime of 60 
years there is a chance or 1 in JO that a ~rm person may die because of 
an accident. 
The fatal accidents to farm people have peen grouped into three 
main types according to where they occurred, The first groups, making 
up about one-fourth of the total number of cases, occurred on the farm 
but ou~side the home, Over one.half' of these accidents occurred during 
the four month period from June thru September. From 25 to 30 -percent 
of the accidents C'>ccurring on the fE~rm involved farmmachinery (mostly 
tJN!.ctors), Nearly one-fifth of these on-the-job deaths l"esulted from 
fl!llls. 
The second group of fatal accidents occurred in the farm homes. 
Ne~rly hO percent of all fatal accidents to farm people occurred in the 
b,ome during this three year period, About two-thirds of the people who 
died from accidents in the home were 65 year:3 of age and older. Falls 
and fires were the two types of accidents that caused most of the home 
deaths. 
The third group of fat~1 aceidents occurred to farm people when they 
were off the farm, About 80 percent of this group of fatal accidents were 
eau3ed by motor vehiele accidents or pedestriclns being struck by motor 
vehieles, 
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In 'l'able 2 it is seen that relatively higher accidental death 
rates were found in the youngest and the oldest age classes. In 
TAble lh the faets about all farm children under 5 years of age who 
met. with fatal accidents are shmvn. Some of the most frequent types 
of accident causing death to the childl'en were smothering, strangling, 
fires, motor vehicles, and drm~ming. 
In Table 15 the facts about farm people who were over 64 years 
of age that wet with fatal accidents are presanted. Nearly 60 percent 
of thase people died as a result of falls. Almost 20 percent met death 
as a rE:;sult of motor vehicle accidents or being struck by motor vehicles. 
Fire was also an important. c~use of death. 
A more.; complete srumnary of those groups, types of gccidents, ages 
of people who died, and the months those deaths occurred are presented 
in the tables that follow. 
Table 1. Seasonal Distribution of Fatal Accidents to Ohio Farm People, 
by Months, 1946, 1947 and 1948 
---1' 
1946 1947 1948 
Month Number of Number of Number of 
fatal fatal fatal· 
accidents Percent Accidents Percent Accidents Percent 
Jan. 39 8 .31 7 .34 8 
Feb. 44 9 37 8 31 7 
March 42 8 31 7 24 5 
April 46 9 37 8 31 7 
May 38 7 44 10 25 6 
June 50 10 48 11 36 8 
July 58 11. 40 9 53 12 
Aug. 35 7 47 10 45 10 
Sept. 39 8 40 9 .35 8 
Oct. 41 8 30 7 so 11 
Nov. 30 6 24 5 39 9 
Dec. 45 9 43 9 39 9 
-
Total 507 100 452 100 442 100 
Table 2. Age Distribution of Ohio Farm People VVho Met with Fatal Accidents, 
1946, 1947 ~nd 1948 
19h6 1947 1948 
Age class Number of Number of Number of 
fatal fatal fatal 
Accidents Percent Accidents Percent Accidents Percent 
years 
0- 4 h9 10 so 11 44 10 
5-14 h9 10 44 10 56 13 
15-24 56 11 41 9 46 10 
25-44 45 9 so 11 40 9 
45-64 86 17 78 17 69 16 
65 and over 222 43 189 42 187 42 
- - -Total 507 100 452 100 442 100 
- ).j. -
Table 3. Where Fatal Accidents Occurred to Ohio Farm People, 
1946, 19h7 and 1948 
--
On farm In home Off the farm Total 
19l.J.6 
Male 103 73 169 345 
Female 15 107 hO 162 
Total 118 180 209 507 
Percent 23 36 41 100 
1947 
Male 113 89 105 307 
Female 10 101 34 lh5 
Total 123 190 139 L52 
Percent 27 42 31 100 
1948 
Male 85 68 126 279 
Female lL. 100 49 163 
- .. --
Total qo 
'/ 168 175 442 
Percent 22 38 40 100 
-----
Table 4. Types of Fatal Accidents Involving Ohio Farm People, 
19h6, 1947 and 19L8 
--- ··--------1946 1947 1948 
Number of Number of Number of 
~JPe of accident fatal fatal fatal 
causing de<'lth Accidents Percent Accidents Percent Accidents 
-----------·--· _________ .....,.... ________ _ 
Fall !'l!ld fracturt';S 143 
Motor vehicle accidents 105 
Struck bv motor vehicle 67 
Fires 50 
Farm machinery 30 
Farm animals 25 
Drovming 21 
Other 66 
Total 507 
28 
21 
13 
10 
6 
5 
4 
13 
100 
133 29 
71 16 
32 7 
66 15 
35 8 
15 3 
19 4 
81 18 
h52 100 
---------------------------------------------·-----
129 
90 
35 
37 
37 
9 
24 
81 
442 
____ .._.....,.._ ___ 
Percent 
29 
21 
8 
8 
8 
2 
6 
18 
100 
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Table 5. Seasonal Distribution of Fatal Acci d(-mts on Farms Outside the Home, 
by months, 19h6, 191+7 and 1948 
Month 
Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
April 
Ma.y 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Age class 
years 
0- L 
5-14 
15-24 
25-44 
1.1.5-64 
65 and over 
------- --·---
Number of fatal accidents 
"1946 19l.t7 191~8 
-------.--.. - -·-
5 5 5 
6 7 6 
4 h 4 
9 12 5 
7 9 6 
13 16 8 
21 13 18 
lL 18 12 
13 17 10 
11 12 9 
9 7 8 
6 3 0 
Total 118 123 99 
--·---· 
Table 6. Sex and .Age Distribution of People I'Jho Diod 
from Accidents on Ohio Fa.:rm.s Outside the Home, 
1946, 1?47 and 191~8 
-·-
_,. _______ 
Number of Accidental Deaths 
1946 191.!.7 l9h8 
Male Female Malo Female Male 
---
10 6 s 1 7 
9 1 12 1 11 
.., 1 6 1 10 I 
14 3 18 1 13 
18 ') 
'· 
31.t 2 21 
45 2 38 4 23 
Total 10.3 15 113 10 85 
__ . __ ....,_._ 
---.-----
Female 
6 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1h 
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Table?. Types and Frequency of Fatal Accidents That Occurred on 
Ohio Farms Outside the Home, 1946, 1947 and 1948 
Numbers of fatal accidents 
1946 1947 1948 Type of accident 
causing death Male Female Male Female Male Female 
Farm machinery accidents 26 
Throvm or kicked by horse, or ru..'1away 14 
Gored by bull or ki eked b:r cow 5 
:b,alls from different levels 
(from hay mow, load of hay,roof,etc.) 18 
F.:tlls on same level 6 
Fire in barn or brushpile 7 
Truck ran over 1 
Struck by falling tree or object 8 
Dro·wn in water trough, creek, or well 4 
Struck b;v lightning 3 
Electri..G fence 1 
Accidental discharge of gun 4 
Sunstroke 2 
Blast. injury 1 
Other 3 
Total 10.3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
15 
jJ 
7 
4 
21 
2 
10 
1 
13 
2 
6 
7 
1 
6 
113 
--------· --------~-----·---
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
10 
30 
3 
10 
2 
1 
2 
6 
9 
1 
6 
1 
lh 
85 
Table 8. Seasonal Distributton of Total Accidents in Ohio :B'arm Homes, 
by l:Ionths, 19 h6, 19 l-1? and 19 48 
--·--·----------··-·-------Number of fatal accidents 
Month 19h6 1?47 1948 
--
Jan. 22 21 15 
Feb. 12 15 16 
March 20 15 12 
April 20 13 18 
~t1a:;{ 10 19 10 
June 22 16 14 
JuJ.y 12 14 14 
Jl.ug • 10 11 14 
Sept. 11 13 10 
Oct. 13 12 19 
Nov. 11 11 12 
Dec. 17 30 lh 
Total 180 190 168 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
3 
14 
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Table 9. Sex and Age Distribution of Persons \Vho Died From 
Accidents 1n Ohio Farm Homes, J.946, 1947 and 1948 
Number of accidental deaths 
19!~6 1947 1948 
Age Class Male Female Male Female Male Female 
__. ... 
years 
0- 4 8 12 24 14 17 8 
5-14 7 3 8 4 5 5 
15-2)~ 3 2 3 4 
25-!~4 2 6 4 7 1 4 
45-61J 7 8 6 11 3 4 
65 e.nd over 49 75 h5 6?. 42 15 
-
Total 73 107 89 101 68 100 
--
Table 10. Types and Freq~ency of Fatal Accidents That Occurred in 
Ohio Farm Homes 1 i9 46, 19 47 and 19 48 
----------·------~------~·----~~-- ·--------------------~----~ Number of fata accidents 
-r- 191~7 ! 19 48 Type of accident 
cnus ing de nth Male Female....... -: T=-o-t-a=-1 +··Mai7 Fe~a'le-::--; T-ot_a_l T Male Female ; Total 
----------------.'""""'!"---1-- ' J..---
Falls on same level +8 
Falls from different 
level(downstairs, 
etc.) 8 
Fractures 15 
Fire in home (including 
stovo explosion) 19 
Smothered or suffo-
cated 
Poisons 
Accidental discharge 
of gun 
Other 
2 
7 
3 
1 
34 
6 
33 
24 
8 
1 
1 
Total 73 107 
52 
43 
10 
7 
4 
2 
-
180 
17 
6 
lh 
26 
8 
3 
2 
9 
2D 
11 
26 
26 
6 
1 
2 
5 
85 105 
1 . • 
45 I 19 35 ! 54 I I 
l I 
17 I 5 4 I 9 
40 I 10 32 I ' 42 
52 
14 
h 
4 
14 
190 
16 
4 
1 
3 
10 
19 
5 
2 
1 
2 
68 100 
35 
9 
. .3 
4 
12 
168 
- 8 ... 
Table 11. Seasonal Distribution of Fatal Accidents That Occurred To 
Ohio Farm People When Off t.he Farms, by months, 19L6, 191!7 and 1948 
-·---··------------------··----
Month 
Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
Anril 
May 
June 
July 
Aucust 
Sept. 
Oct. 
r~Jov. 
Dec. 
-----
Total 
1946 
12 
26 
18 
17 
21 
15 
25 
11 
15 
17 
10 
22 
209 
-·-·---··-~----
__ .. _ 
Nmnber of fatal 
1947 
5 
15 
12 
12 
16 
16 
13 
18 
10 
6 
6 
10 
139 
accidents 
1948 
14 
9 
8 
8 
9 
14 
21 
19 
15 
22 
19 
17 
175 
Table 12. S8x f.Jnd Age Dtstr:i.bution of. Ohio Farm People vVho Met With 
Fatal Accidonts When Off the Farm, 19h6, 19h7 and 1948 
·-----·-·---·-·--------·-·-------~-··------·-·--------
years 
0- lt 
5-11! 
15-21~ 
"> r)' I· I. 
c.. ... - ... +4 
h:S-6h 
65 and over 
Number of accidental 
19h6 19117 
MaJ.e Fern.alE~ Male Female 
-·--...."'"''"~------· 
9 4 l.l 3 
22 7 lb 5 40 !:' 23 5 / 
14 6 14 6 
.38 13 17 8 
h6 r' / 33 7 
169 bO 105 34 
deaths 
19h8 
Male Female 
3 3 
20 12 
25 7 
lh 7 
27 13 
37 7 
126 h9 
---------------------~-----------------------· 
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Table 13. Type and Frequency of F'atal Accidents That Occurred to Ohio 
Fa:rm Peorle V!hen Off the Farm, 191!6, 1947 and 1948 
--------·-----------------------....-----------------
Number of fatal accidents 
Type of accident 
causing death 
~~ 1 ~w I ~~ 
M::e l'e::le!l T:T:_e_F_e...;.:n_:...;.1_e_,I,....T 3-o:_a_1--t"I_M_:_:_e_.F_e_m_~_e.,.~-T-:-:•-l Pedestrian struck by motor 
vehicle 
Motor vehicle accidm1ts 
Auto-auto collision 
fluto-fixed ob,ject collisj.on 
27 
"nto or truck-train accident 13 
Auto-truck collision 6 
Misc. auto accident 
Pedestrian st.ruck by train 
Drmming 
Poi. son 
Electric shoci<: 
Struck by falling object 
Accidentl'l d:Lscharge of gun 
Fall on s<rne level 
Fall from diff;:;rent level 
Team runaw.<:1y or th:::-ovm from 
horse 
Tractor accidents on hi :'!,hway 
8 
6 
1~ 
I 
4 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 
h 
3 
12 I 39 I 27 10 37 23 
3 ' 27 i 10 1 11 12 
~ 2~ I ~ i 1~ 1~ 
~ l 1
1 
1~ ~ l~ i~ 
1 ~ 3 1 ~ 1 
2 2 
2 2 2 2 
1 1 1 2 1 
2 4 4 7 
4 
3 6 
12 35 
1 13 
17 28 
3 9 
1 7 
1 l2 
2 13 
1 
2 
2 
2 3 
1 8 
6 
Ta.ble J.b Type nnd Frequency of Fatal Accidents That Happened To 
Ohio F11rm Ghildren Under 5 Years of Age, 1946, 1947 and 191!8 
Nu:nbf3r' of fatal accidents 
·--------··- --r--------[ 
Type of accident _ca~_s:_L~=:_er_•t_h~-----·----lil-'a_l_e_Female: Tot~11l Male Female j Total Struck by motor v·~hic1e h 
Motor vehicle ac.c:Ldont 3 
Fire 6 
Smot.hering a.nd stran:;J.ing 2 
Drowning 6 
Fall from di·Ucrent }.Gvel 2 
Struck by falling object 2 
Poison 1 
Farm machinery accident 1 
Other 
191!6 19h7 
·-..,..-----
-
7 ! 11 2 1 3 
' 
- ' 3 1 1 2 
4 ! 10 10 3 13 
8 I 10 I 10 8 18 i 
"< 
l 9 3 1 4 
.,
-
2 1 
-
1 
- I 2 - - -
- I 1 1 1 2 
-
1 3 - 3 
- i - I 2 2 u 
I 
-- - - -
Total 27 2 i 1 ,C) 33 17 50 ' ! -+; 2 
·----------------~---------
1948 
1Male FemaleiTo;al 
3 3 
-
2 
8 2 
1 5 
1 
-1 1 
- -
1 1 
2 
-
10 2 
-- -
27 17 
1 0 
1 
6 
1 
2 
2 
3 
2 
4 u 
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Table 15. Type and Frequ~ncy of l''atal Accidents That Happened to Ohio 
Farm People Over 64 years of Age, l9!J.6, 1947 and 19L.8 
Type of accident 
caus:i ng death 
Fall on sa me level 
Fa.ll from different level 
Fracture 
Motor vehicle accident 
St.ruck by motor vehicle 
Fire 
Farm animals 
Farm machinery 
Poison 
Struck by falling object 
Accidental discha~ge of gun 
Struck b;r train 
Other 
'I'ot.al 
------
Number of fatal accidents 
1946 19h7 
Male Female 'l'ota1 Male Female Total 
f--·-1--
23 35 58 19 30 i 49 
17 4 21 22 3 I 25 
15 32 47 15 28 43 
20 5 25 17 2' 19 
23 
-
23 9 4 13 
11 4 15 11 5 16 
13 
-
13 3 - I 3 7 - 7 8 - 8 
3 
-
3 1 - 1 
2 
-
2 4 
-
4 
2 . - 2 -
- -1 
-
1 
-
1 1 
3 2 5 5 2 7 
- --~75_t89 140 82 
1948 
Male Female 
21 34 
13 3 
10 32 
10 5 
13 1 
7 6 
1 2 
6 
-
-
1 
3 
-
- -
5 
-
13 1 
- -102 85 
Table 16. Type and Frequency of Fatal Accidents That Happened to Ohio 
Farm People Between ~; and 65 years of Age, 1946, 19L.7 and 1948 
Number oi' fl'lta1 accidents 
. ' I 
Total 
55 
16 
42 
15 
14 
13 
3 
6 
1 
3 
-5-
14 
-
187 
Tyr>e of accident 191.~-6 ~---- 191+7 ,. 1948 _ 
__ _:~ni~g _d_e~~~----~ Male FemaJ e' To tall Male Female! Total :Male Female 1 Total • ~t-=· ! ___....,..._.__ l Motor vehicle accident Struck by motor vehicle Farm machj.nery 
Farm animals 
Fire 
Fall on s a:ae level 
Fall from different level 
Poison 
Lightening nnd electric shock 
Drowning 
St.ruel-:: by train 
Struck by falling ob,ject 
Accident;al discharge o.f gun 
Other 
TOTAL 
55 
26 
18 
10 
9 
2 
9 
7 
7 
10 
5 
6 
7 
7 
17.':! 
22 I 77 
6 32 
1 19 
2 12 
16 25 
1 3 
3 12 
1 8 
3 10 
2 12 
- 5 
-
6 
1 8 
- 7 
-
58 236 
y· 
_) 1.5 
12 ),f 
22 2 
9 2 
16 18 
3 -
8 2 
1 1 
7 
-
10 2 
h 
-8 
-
11 2 
15 4 
-- -
151 52 
50 48 26 74 
16 7 8 15 
24 28 l 29 
11 2 
- I 2 
34 2 12 I 14 3 - 3 3 
10 8 2 I 10 
2 
- - ! -7 1 
-
1 
12 18 4 22 
1-!. 6 1 7 
8 2 
-
2 
13 5 1 6 
19 23 3 26 
---- - - -
213 150 61 I 211 

